
Growing food takes a major toll on the environment, one that will grow worse in the coming decades as 

humanity faces the challenge of feeding a burgeoning population. 

Biotech companies and proponents of industrial agriculture tout genetically engineered crops (often called 
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Here are some key facts:

• GE crops  – primarily corn and soybeans – have not substantially contributed to global food security and 

are primarily used to feed animals and cars, not people. 

• Studies show that GE crops in the US are not more productive than non-GE crops in western Europe. 

• A recent case study in Africa found that crops that were crossbred for drought tolerance using 

traditional techniques improved yields 30 percent more than GE varieties.
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strategies that could increase food supplies with minimal environmental impact. Among them are:

FEEDING THE WORLD WITHOUT GMOS
By Emily Cassidy, EWG Research Analyst

Taken together, smarter resource use, improving the livelihoods and resources available to small farmers, 

changing biofuels policies, reducing food waste and changing diets could double calorie availability and reduce 

the environmental burden of food production.
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